
 

Submission on behalf of Ignite Wanaka Chamber of Commerce: 

RE: Representation Review  

Dear  

Please find below our submission on behalf of Ignite Wanaka Chamber of Commerce in regard to the 
current consultation around Representation Review and specifically the review of the Wanaka Ward 
councillors, boundaries and Wanaka Community Board. 

We surveyed our members and the below is the key highlights. It is important to also consider the 
comments for each question. 

Sumamry: Those who responded to the survey generally found that way QLDC hs posed the 
questions to be confusing, specifically regarding whether Wanaka should increase its representation 
from 3 to 4 and whether this is proposed instead of, or as well as maintaining the Wanaka 
Community Board.  

The majority of people who submitted (18 submission) believed that a fourth councillor for the 
Upper Clutha Ward was required and in addition to keeping the Wanaka Community Board but with 
increased. Some respondents also called for a fifth councillor to represent the fast-growing Hawea 
community. 

Q1 Do you support the recommendation that there shall be no community boards in the district; 
Meaning the Wanaka Community Board structure would be disbanded? 

 

Q2 Do you support the recommendation that the boundary of the WānakaHāwea Ward shall be 
the same as the current Wānaka Ward; 

 

Q3 Do you support the recommendation that the voters in each Whakatipu and Wānaka-Hāwea 
wards shall elect four Councillors; An increase from 3 currently. Note this would be in conjunction 
with removing the Wanaka Community Board (WCB). Not as well as the WCB. 



 

To follow, please find the full survey and all comments, which we request are considered as aprt of 
the decision making process. 

 

Warm regards 

Andrew ‘Howie’ Howard| 
Chair Ignite Wanaka 



Representation Review 2021 SurveyMonkey

1 / 5

11.11% 2
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Q1 Do you support the recommendation that there shall be no community
boards in the district; Meaning the Wanaka Community Board structure

would be disbanded?
Answered: 18 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 18

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 No. The WCB was established to ensure representation in Wanaka (as a community of
significance with different values to Queenstown) was balanced out due to the majority of
QLDC staff based in Queenstown. Whilst it has become ineffective in recent years, this is the
fault of QLDC administration rather than a flaw with democracy. No other community board has
ever been disbanded and arguably now, the WCB is more important than at any other time to
ensure Wanaka is not consumed by the ambitions of Queenstown which are still significantly
different to those of Wanaka.

7/23/2021 11:09 AM
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Q2 Do you support the recommendation that the boundary of the Wānaka-
Hāwea Ward shall be the same as the current Wānaka Ward;

Answered: 18 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 18

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Hawea should have its own representation 7/22/2021 12:00 PM

2 Have a separate Hawea ward with its own Councillor 7/22/2021 9:35 AM
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Q3 Do you support the recommendation that the voters in each Whakatipu
and Wānaka-Hāwea wards shall elect four Councillors; An increase from 3

currently. Note this would be in conjunction with removing the Wanaka
Community Board (WCB). Not as well as the WCB.

Answered: 18 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 18

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Only if the electoral act requirement for an extra councillor is honoured AND the Wanaka
Community Board is retained. We are entitled to both levels of representation in our local
democracy

7/31/2021 9:15 PM

2 The option of a 4th councillor and retaining WCB hasn't been offered - it should have been 7/31/2021 8:05 PM

3 This should be in addition to the WCB. The operation of the WCB simply needs reviewing to
ensure it is fit for purpose.

7/23/2021 11:09 AM

4 It is unclear specifically how the change works, when taking into account changes to Gibbston,
etc. What is the basis for representation? is it purely population split?

7/22/2021 12:00 PM

5 I support the recommendation of increasing the elected councillors but not in conjunction of
removing the WCB

7/22/2021 11:13 AM

6 We should have an extra councillor and retain the WCB 7/22/2021 10:17 AM
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7 Yes if there is no community Board 7/22/2021 9:18 AM
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Q4 Is there anything else you would like to add in relation to the
representation review?

Answered: 11 Skipped: 7

# RESPONSES DATE

1 I support the addition of a councillor AND the retention and improved effectiveness of the
Wanaka Community Board.

8/1/2021 11:37 AM

2 Based on population the Wanaka Ward is now entitled to four councillors by law. So that
should happen regardless. Wanaka is also entitled to keep its Community Board in order to
ensure LOCAL access to local government!

8/1/2021 10:06 AM

3 QLDC has presented the recommendations and options through their advertising and
documents in a misleading and manipulative way. The process is thereby compromised as will
be the council decision if it follows the advisory board’s recommendation - which the chair,
Bruce Robertson has publicly acknowledged was written by council staff not the advisory
group members.

7/31/2021 9:15 PM

4 The report is a con. It manipulates the outcome by not saying that we can keep WCB AND
have a 4th councillor. The two things are separate and should not be linked. The entitlement to
a 4th councillor comes about because our population has increased.

7/31/2021 8:05 PM

5 I am not confident the recommendations that have been tabled are an accurate representation
of the review panel. This is a topic where the full recommendations should have been open to
public debate, as part of the process prior to submissions being called for. Feels like smoke
and mirrors again.

7/23/2021 11:09 AM

6 The WCB has been largely ineffective over the past few years. It is not taken seriously by
QLDC and the elected individuals are not of high calibre, nor are they representative of the
Wanaka community (especially age). The WCB has not been proactive in any areas and you
have to question the motivation for people wanting to be elected in to those positions - where
is the energy and leadership?

7/22/2021 8:06 PM

7 The rational for the changes in representation have not been adequately explained 7/22/2021 12:00 PM

8 More power should be given to councillor in their selected wards or more sway should be used
towards the councillors of their wards. Any ward can be outvoted by other councillors who do
not know what is going on in selected wards event though it is their duty.

7/22/2021 11:13 AM

9 The WCB is an integral part of way Wānaka communicates with Queenstown and should be
retained

7/22/2021 10:17 AM

10 The HCB is ineffective due to lack of genuine support from the Mayor and council. Better to
have a dedicated Hawea councilor and have the Hawea Community Assn take over the
function of the HCB.

7/22/2021 9:35 AM

11 Post covid its all about communities, communities are better with their own representation
voted to represent their community as a part of the wider community. Not governed from QT.

7/22/2021 9:21 AM
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